Population surveillance of sentinel anomalies.
Three types of indicator conditions, namely sentinel anomalies, Down syndrome and pair-wise evaluation of component congenital anomalies in unidentified multiple congenital abnormalities, are evaluated continuously in Hungary. This paper summarizes some data of the Hungarian Surveillance of Sentinel Anomalies (1980-1987). The observed rate of 15 sentinel anomalies was 3.7 per 10,000 live births. An average of 35 new mutations per 100,000 live births was found annually. This database is appropriate for the estimation of mutation rates in these sentinel anomalies. The mean maternal age did not differ significantly in comparisons of either sporadic vs. familial cases or sporadic vs. matched control cases. However, the mean paternal age was significantly higher in the sporadic cases than in the familial and matched control cases. The analysis of environmental histories in sporadic cases is in progress.